
  

 

Curtis Community Connection 

April 30th, 2017   Curtis HS is US News & World Report’s 2016 Best Public High School in Pierce County! 

Important Dates 

Monday 5/1 – Friday 5/12 – 
AP Tests  

Friday 5/12 – Mr. Curtis 
Pageant, 7 PM, CHS Theater 

Monday 5/15 – Thursday 
5/18 ELA SBA testing for all 
Sophomores (some juniors 
and seniors will also need to 
test) 

Thursday 5/18 – Friday 5/19 
– One Acts, 7 PM, CHS 
Theater 

Saturday 5/20 – 
Mother/Daughter Social, 
11:30 – 1:45, CHS Cafeteria 
(Open to all ages) 

Monday 5/22 – Thursday 
5/25 Math SBA testing for 
all Sophomores (some 
juniors and seniors will also 
need to test) 

Monday 5/22 – Senior Honor 
Grad/Scholarship Assembly, 
6 PM, CHS Theater 

Friday 5/26 – School is in 
Session for a Snow Make-up 
Day 

Monday 5/29 – No School in 
observance of Memorial Day 

Thursday 6/1 – CHS 
Orchestra Finale, 7 PM, CHS 
Theater 

Monday 6/5 – CHS & CJHS 
Jazz Band Finale, 7 PM 

Thursday 6/8 – CHS Choir 
Finale, 7 PM, CHS Theater 

It is May…it will be Busy 
Greetings CHS parents and guardians, 

May is here and with it comes increased excitement for students, teachers, parents 

as the school year begins to wind down. 

However, before June 16th or 21st arrive there are many important events or 

occurrences which will ensure student success. 

For seniors, these include the senior meeting this Wednesday 5/3 at 9:00 AM in the 

CHS Theater, where further graduation information will be disseminated.  For other 

students, we have AP and SBA testing in the next several weeks, spring sports 

playoffs, and many tests, projects and papers due. 

We understand the heightened level of excitement students experience around the 

end of the year (school staff may also get a bit excited ;).  However, there is much 

to be done, and done well, between now and then. 

Please help us help your student during these last few weeks of school.  Speak with 

your student about their daily homework assignments, double check our school and 

teacher websites for test, project, and due-date information, and please encourage 

your student to come early or stay late if extra time with a teacher is needed.   

It is most definitely a team effort when it comes to ensuring every student succeeds 

and meets the high level of rigor Curtis High School requires of its students; thank 

you for partnering with us. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact any one of us if we can answer a 

question or help you or your student in any way.       

Warmly,  

Tom Adams, CHS Principal   

Official CHS Social Media Pages Open for Business 
The official Social Media pages are now up!  I just sent posts from each account out 

into cyber space; you will find the following accounts now open: 

 

Instagram – chsprincipalaccount 

Facebook – Principal Adams 

Twitter – @principal_adams 

 

There are so many fantastic people, events, and goings-on at the high school each 

day, week, or month to capture and share.  Some pictures and write-ups can be 

found on the website or in the Curtis Community Connection, but we wanted to 
increase our capacity to communicate and share news with our stakeholders. 

 

I will update the accounts routinely with information; please sign-up and follow 

these accounts to increase access to all things newsworthy for CHS.      



Saturday 6/10 – Senior 
Prom, 8-11 PM, Tacoma Art 
Museum 

Friday 6/16 – 
Commencement Rehearsal, 
8 AM, CHS Gymnasium 

Friday 6/16 – Graduation 
Ceremonies, 7 PM, Tacoma 
Dome 

Wednesday 6/21 – Last Day 
of School, 11:45 AM 

 

 

 

Curtis Senior 
High School 

8425 40th St W 
University Place, WA 
98466 

Phone: 253-566-5710 

Fax: 253-566-5626  

Attendance: 253-566-
5715 

Guidance/Counseling: 
253-566-5713 

Athletics/Facilities: 
253-566-5718 

On the Web: 
www.upsd.wednet.edu
/chs 

 

 

CHS Drama Presents One Acts 
This spring’s CHS Drama Program presents the annual One Act student-directed 

productions. 

   

Please join us Thursday May 18th and Friday May 19th at 7 PM in the CHS 

Theater for these funny, thought-provoking, inspirational, or moving 

productions.   

 

Besides the talented group of student directors and performers, there is a 
rumor floating around that yours truly  will have a bit part in one of the 

comedies.  To know for sure you will need to join us for these great shows! 

 

Ticket information is available at www.upsd.wednet.edu; tickets are also 

available at the door the evening of the shows.   

College and Career Readiness Center Communications 
Along with the new social media accounts, the “Remind APP” is a great way to 

stay connected to CHS information.  These one-way communications and 

reminders can be quite beneficial; I have cut and pasted directions below.   

 

The benefits of the CCRC reminders is you and your student can receive 

scholarship updates, FAFSA information, college visit reminders, CCRC field trip 

alerts (last week 20 students went to PLU to participate in a financial reality 

day, for example), and other relevant CCRC news and information.   

 

For further information on CCRC communications, please contact Mike Tompkins 

in the Career and College Readiness Center via email at 

mtompkins@upsd.wednet.edu.   

 

      
    

 

http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/
http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/
http://www.upsd.wednet.edu/
mailto:mtompkins@upsd.wednet.edu


 

Upcoming Early 
Release Dates:         

May 3rd – 11:45 AM  

May 17th – 11:45 AM 

June 14th – 11:45 AM 

June 21st – 11:45 AM 

“In partnership with 
our families and 
community, CHS 
ensures all students 
are competent, 
contributing citizens 
who persevere with 
determination and 
integrity to achieve 
excellence.” 

CHS Success not in Absentia of Intentional Work   

   
AP Us History Students                        AP Environmental Science Students 

 
For the next two weeks, Advanced Placement tests will occur across the nation.  A 

passing score on those tests means college credit, increased admissions 

opportunities, and a savings of thousands of dollars in future college costs. 
 

In 2016, CHS pass rates averaged 77.64% while the nation’s average pass 

rate were 60.29%.  Our AP teachers know the course content, how to teach it, 

and will get students to pass the respective AP tests at amazingly high rates 

compared to our neighboring districts, the state, and the nation. 

 

One reason our students do so well on AP exams is the extra study sessions our 

teachers offer in Apri and May.  Our AP teachers offered over 200 hours of evening 

and weekend review/study sessions to enable our students, many of whom take 

more than one AP class at a time, to review and study material. 

 

Two such study sessions were captured in the above pictures.  One is a from a 

Thursday night April 20th after spring break.  Over 50 AP US History students were 

with Mr. Dodge in the CHS Library reviewing material past 8 PM.  The other is from 

the AP Environmental Studies study session this past Sunday afternoon in Mr. 

Stephens’ class.    

 

Extraordinary results are not acquired through osmosis or accident; they take 

intentional work and planning on many stakeholders parts.  We are committed to 

our students’ successes.  Thank you AP families for your time and help ensuring 

your students were here, taking advantage of the opportunities provided by our 

team, and thank you to our dedicated AP teaching team.  Go Viks!    

POGS and Grad Night – PLEASE SIGN UP 

The annual grad night event is planned by the Parents of Graduating Seniors 

(POGS) to help our graduates celebrate their accomplishments in a safe and fun 

environment.  As of right now this event is in danger of being cancelled due 

to lack of interest.  This year’s celebration immediately follows Commencement on 

June 16, 2017.  Busses pick students up at the Tacoma Dome at 10:00pm and will 

return them to Curtis High School at 6:00am. 

 

More information can be found on the CHS website under the “Parent/Student 

Resources” tab and clicking on P.O.G.S. or by contacting Shelly Rutherford at (253) 
312-5535, shellyu68@gmail.com, or at PO Box 8928, Tacoma, WA 98419.  Again, 

please contact Shelly ASAP for more information. 

*Grad Night is sponsored by POGS (Parents of Graduating Seniors). This event is 

not sponsored or endorsed by the University Place School District. 

mailto:shellyu68@gmail.com


Testing Season is Here  
May and June bring myriad tests and testing schedules to the high school; the testing schedule 

includes:   

 

*CHS AP tests are May 1st – May 12th.  As I have shared, CHS pass rates are comparatively high versus 

the nation’s pass rates and benefits to students who pass AP tests are many.   

 

The National AP testing calendar is below; please contact us or visit the CHS website if you have 

additional questions.  

 

  
 

*SBA testing is in May.  The school’s schedule will adjust to enable all sophomores, as well as any 

juniors and seniors who have yet to pass the tests, to test in ELA and Math.  The dates for ELA tests 

are 5/15 – 5/19 and for Math 5/22 – 5/24.  The adjusted bell schedule for those weeks is: 

 

   
 

*Biology End Of Course testing is in June.  All current Biology students and any students who have not 

passed the Biology EOC will take it the week of June 5-9.  *After school End of Course study 

sessions for students who need extra help with Biology content occur twice a week.  If this 

applies to your student, please have them plan on attending and/or speak with your student’s 

counselor for more information.   

 

We will continue to provide further testing information as the year progresses; please stay tuned and 

let us know if you have any questions.  

 

                                                                                                            SBA ELA Schedule 5/15 - 5/18 

Monday 5/15 - SBAC ELA Tuesday 5/16  - SBAC ELA Thursday 5/18 - Make-ups

7:25 - 10:25 - testing 7:25 - 10:25 - testing Regular Bell Schedule

10:00 - 10:25 - 0-hour 10:00 - 10:25 - 0-hour

10:25 - 10:55 - lunch 10:25 - 10:55 - lunch

11:00 - 11:55 - 1st period 11:00 - 11:55 - 4th period

12:00 - 1:00 - 2nd period 12:00 - 1:00 - 5th period

1:05 - 2:00 - 3rd period 1:05 - 2:00 - 6th period

*All sophomores test *All sophomores test *Students who missed a 

*Juniors who did not *Juniors who did not day of testing or who need

take the SBAC or did not take the SBAC or did not to test will test.  It is a 

score a 3 test score a 3 test test regular bell schedule.

                                                                                                            SBA Math Schedule 5/22 - 5/25 

Monday 5/22 - SBA Math Tuesday 5/23  - SBA Math Wednesday 5/24 - Make-ups

7:25 - 10:25 - testing 7:25 - 10:25 - testing Regular Bell Schedule

10:00 - 10:25 - 0-hour 10:00 - 10:25 - 0-hour

10:25 - 10:55 - lunch 10:25 - 10:55 - lunch

11:00 - 11:55 - 1st period 11:00 - 11:55 - 4th period

12:00 - 1:00 - 2nd period 12:00 - 1:00 - 5th period

1:05 - 2:00 - 3rd period 1:05 - 2:00 - 6th period

*All sophomores test *All sophomores test *Students who missed a 

*Juniors who did not *Juniors who did not day of testing or who need

take the SBAC or did not take the SBAC or did not to test will test.  It is a 

score a 3 test score a 3 test test regular bell schedule.



CHS Community Events and Updates from April 
*CHS Athletic Director Terry Jenks and Boys’ Water Polo Coach Dennis Piccolotto for attending 

the Mariners “Salute to State Champions” game with our State Championship Boys’ Water Polo 

Team last week.  The players were able to go on the field before the game and receive applause and 

recognition from the crowd for their accomplishment.  Congrats! 

   
 
*CHS Math teacher Jan Levenseller returned from CWU this weekend with Math Team State 

hardware.  The project team of Philip Kim, Gavin Torem, Hoon Yu, Moe'Neyah Holland, Sung Min 

Bak, and 9th grader Caleb Hyun took first place!  This is the 4th consecutive year we have won!   

 

James Wang won 3rd place in the Knowdown, and Caleb Hyun and Hoon Yu tied for 2nd place in the 

Team Topical Event. Other participants included Ethan Shry, Alex Wu, Joon Lee, and Uyen 

Nguyen.  Project members won free graphing calculators as well as  a $1000 scholarship to CWU if 

they choose to attend CWU upon graduation.  Great job Jan and team! 

 

  
 
*CHS Culinary Arts teacher DeeAnn Potasky and some culinary students were hard at work with the Poultry 
unit this past week.  Chicken Noodle Stir Fry and Chicken Marsala were two dishes on which students worked. 

   



*CHS senior Haley Leeper was the 2017 CHS Daffodil Parade Princess this year.  Joining Haley was a 

contingent of CHS students and staff, including teachers Danny White, Alivia Hupp, and Kim 

Thompson, Chief Warrant Officer Michael Kindred, Band Director Randy Qualls, and Assistant 

Principal TJ Purdy. 

Our award-winning band and NJROTC units also performed, all leading to a 2nd place finish for 

communities with over 20,000 people.  Way to go team! 

  

  
 
*I was proud to join many other UPSD district administrators to watch CHS Junior Class President 

Marcus Washington give a keynote address at the year’s Palmer’s Scholarship Luncheon in 

Downtown Tacoma. 

 

Palmer’s Scholars is a program designed to mentor disadvantaged youth from around the sound and 

help them with scholarships for college.  In his address, Marcus spoke of how Curtis High School’s 

academic, ASB, and athletic programs have enabled him to become the young man he is today.  He 

told the group of area politicians, business leaders, and school administrators he wants to attend Yale 

and become an attorney and advocate for those less fortunate.   

 

Great job Marcus! 

   
 



*CHS Marketing teacher Darin Ringenbach took three CHS students to DECA Nationals in Anaheim 

California this past week.  Tyler Patches, Camille Anderson, and Erica Webb competed in the 

national marketing competition against students from all across the country and did a fantastic job. 

 

Way to go Viks!  

  

UPSD Non-discrimination Statement 

The University Place School District complies with all federal and state laws, rules, and regulations and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin (including language), sex, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, 
creed, religion, age, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a 
disability in student education programs, co-curricular activities, and employment practices.  The district is an equal 
opportunity/affirmative action employer encouraging application of qualified minorities, women, and disabled persons for 
employment and other opportunities.   

University Place School District is committed to providing access to all District programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. For elevator access at school sites, contact the principal’s office.  The 
University Place School District is a drug-free/smoke-free work place and educational setting.   

Direct inquiries regarding compliance, grievance, or appeal procedures, or concerns involving students, should be made to the 

District Affirmative Action Officer/Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator/ Title IX Officer/HIB Compliance Officer, Executive Director 

of Secondary Education, Lainey Mathews, lmathews@upsd.wednet.edu; or Section 504/FAPE/ADA concerns should be made to 

Director of Special Services, Maria Hetland. mhetland@upsd.wednet.edu.   

Both can be contacted at (253) 566-5600, 3717 Grandview Drive West, University Place, WA                                                            


